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Accessing our Content
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TEACHING CIVIC CULTURE

TOGETHER

Sphere Education Initiatives is a nonpartisan organization that works
with grades 5-12 educators and administrators to provide them with the
knowledge, experience, professional development, and viewpoint

diverse resources to bring difficult conversations on the most pressing

issues to the classroom and equip our country’s students to engage in
civil discourse.
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Implementing our content

Cultivating Civic Discourse in
Your Middle School Classroom

To help students state their ideas with strong reasoning while respecting others’
viewpoints, self-regulate their own behavior, and develop metacognition of their own

thought process.
By Betty Nordengren

Published October 14, 2021
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Implementing our content

ST This lesson plan is intended to fit within any middle school learning

Prepare unit in a variety of classes. This lesson should be included as

Topic and Context a routine or method to be used repeatedly throughout the year,
H”# rather than as a stand-alone lesson to be taught once and
e forgotten. To help students improve their oracy skills they need
Download frequent practice and scaffolding to be able to state their ideas
with strong reasoning while respecting others’ viewpoints, self-
S-'_*ARfE @ & reqgulate their own behavior, and develop metacognition of their

own thought process.



What’s next?

Foundations of Civics and Economics

e Interdisciplinary economics lessons for both middle and high school

e Criminal proceedings unit intentionally designed to suit United States history, civics and government
courses

e Interdisciplinary civil rights unit

= Principles of Civil Discourse

: 1o Practicing civil discourse through literature at the middle school level
——1 « Toolkits for implementing civil discourse in your school

e Primers for discipline specific needs such as science

Human Progress

e New lessons for Centers of Progress and Heroes of Progress that will fit United States history and
World History requirements




How to Submit a Proposal for Content
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Email ealter@sphere-ed.org Submit your proposal via the Google form in the
with your proposal attached books and resources section of the Summit
website
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